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1. THE EOLLOWING IS UNCLASSIFIED SUMMARY REPORT OP THE 
AUGUST 18, 1976 INCIDENT IN THE JOINT SECURITY AREA AT THE 
KOREAN DEMILITARIZED ZONE WHICH RESULTED IN THE DEATHS 
OP TWO UNITED STATES ARMY OFPICERS. 

2. AT APPROXIMATELY 10:30 A.M., AUGUST 18, A UN COMMAND 
WORK CREW ARRIVED IN THE VICINITY OP A UNC CHECKPOINT IN 
THE JOINT SECURITY AREA. (THIS IS AN AREA ESTABLISHED 
PURSUANT TO THE KOREAN ARMISTICE AGREEMENT POR THE USE OP 
ALL PARTICIPANTS ON AN EQUAL BASIS.) THE WORK 

PARTY CONSISTED OP LIVE KOREAN LABORERS, WHO WERE 
ACCOMPANIED BY THREE UNC OPPICERS AND A SEVEN MAN 
SECURITY PORCE. THEIR PURPOSE WAS TO PRUNE A TREE 
WHICH HINDERED OBSERVATION BETWEEN TWO UNC CHECK POINTS. 
THIS WAS A ROUTINE MAINTENANCE TASK, OP THE SORT PREQUENTLY 
UNDERTAKEN BY BOTH SIDES. 

3. SHORTLY ALTER THE WORK BEGAN, TWO NORTH KOREAN OFPICERS 
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AND APPROXIMATELY NINE ENLISTED MEN DROVE UP IN A TRUCK AND 
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GOT OUT. ONE OF THESE OFFICERS BEGAN A DISCUSSION 
WITH THE RANKING UNC OFFICER, CAPTAIN BONIFAS, AND ASKED 
WHAT HE WAS DOING. WHEN THE UNC OFFICER EXPLAINED HIS 
INTENTION THE NORTH KOREAN OFFICER INDICATED CONCURRENCE 
WITH THE PLAN, WHICH INVOLVED PRUNING BUT NOT REMOVAL 
OF THE TREE. THE WORK CONTINUED FOR 10 OR 15 MINUTES 
AND SOME OF THE NORTH KOREAN PERSONNEL ENGAGED IN TRYING 
TO INSTRUCT THE WORKERS HOW THE TREE SHOULD BE PRUNED. 

4. AT APPROXIMATELY 10:50 HOURS, THE NORTH KOREAN OFFICER 
TOLD THE UNC OFFICER TO STOP THE WORK. THERE FOLLOWED 

A DISCUSSION BETWEEN THE OFFICERS OF THE TWO SIDES DURING 
WHICH THE NORTH KOREAN OFFICER THREATENED THE UNC 
PERSONNEL. THE UNC OFFICER, PERFORMING A PEACEFUL MISSION 
AND WITHIN HIS PREROGATIVES, DIRECTED THE UNC PERSONNEL TO 
CONTINUE WORKING. AT THIS POINT, THE NORTH KOREAN 
OFFICER TRIED TO DIRECT THE WORK FORCE TO STOP WORKING. 

THE UNC OFFICER AGAIN INDICATED THE WORK WOULD 
CONTINUE. THE NORTH KOREAN OFFICER SENT A GUARD TO A 
NEARBY KPA GUARD POST. WITHIN A SHORT PERIOD OF TIME, 
ADDITIONAL KPA GUARDS ARRIVED BOTH FROM WITHIN THE JSA 
AND FROM OUTSIDE OF THE AREA UNTIL THERE WERE APPROXIMATELY 
30 NORTH KOREAN MILITARY PERSONNEL IN THE IMMEDIATE AREA. 

AS PREVIOUSLY STATED, THE UNC HAD 10 SECURITY PERSONNEL 
AND 5 KOREAN LABORERS. 

5. AT THIS POINT ONE NORTH KOREAN OFFICER TOOK OFF 
HIS WATCH, WRAPPED IT IN A HANDKERCHIEF AND PLACED 
IT IN HIS POCKET. ANOTHER OF THE OFFICERS ROLLED UP HIS 
SLEEVES. THE UNC SENIOR OFFICER WAS BUSY WITH THE 
TREE PRUNING DETAIL AND DID NOT SEE THIS. IMMEDIATELY 
THEREAFTER, THE NORTH KOREAN OFFICER APPROACHED THE UNC 
OFFICER AND, CRYING "KILL," STRUCK HIM, KNOCKING HIM 

TO THE GROUND. FIVE OTHER NORTH KOREAN PERSONNEL ATTACKED 
HIM WHILE HE WAS DOWN, CONTINUING TO BEAT HIM WITH FISTS, 

FEET, AND WOODEN CLUBS OR AXE HANDLES. OTHER NORTH 
KOREAN PERSONNEL (SOME OF THEM ALSO CARRYING AXE HANDLES 
AND OTHER SIMILAR OBJECTS WHICH THEY USED AS CLUBS) 
SIMULTANEOUSLY TURNED ON THE REMAINING UNC PERSONNEL. 
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6. SOME OF THE NORTH KOREAN GUARDS PICKED UP THE 
AXES BEING USED BY THE UNC WORK PARTY TO PRUNE 

THE TREES, AND USED THEM AS WEAPONS DURING THE ATTACK. 

THESE SAME PERSONNEL WERE SEEN BEATING THE PROSTRATE UN 
OFFICER WITH THE BLUNT HEAD OF THE AXES WHILE HE LAY ON 
THE GROUND. 

7. DURING THE FIGHT, WHICH LASTED ABOUT FIVE OR SIX 
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MINUTES, THE UNC PERSONNEL, ACTING UNDER THEIR STANDING 
INSTRUCTIONS, SOUGHT TO BREAK OEF CONTACT AND LEAVE 
THE AREA. THEY MADE NO USE OE THE EIREARMS WHICH THEY 
ROUTINELY CARRY. THEY PICKED UP THE BODY OE CAPTAIN 
BONIEAS AND OTHER INJURED PERSONNEL AND WITHDREW. 

ON ASSEMBLYING AT ANOTHER GUARD POST THEY DISCOVERED 
THAT LIEUTENANT BARRETT WAS MISSING. RETURNING TO THE 
SCENE OE THE INCIDENT THEY EOUND HIM, UNCONSCIOUS, AND 
REMOVED HIM EOR MEDICAL TREATMENT, BUT HE WAS EOUND 
TO BE DEAD ENROUTE TO THE HOSPITAL. 

8. THE TWO OEEICERS KILLED IN THIS INCIDENT HAD 
SUFEERED MULTIPLE SKULL FRACTURES AND STAB WOUNDS. 

A NUMBER OF PHOTOGRAPHS WERE TAKEN OF THE INCIDENT BECAUSE, 
BASED ON PRIOR EXPERIENCE, THE UNC MAINTAINS A NUMBER 
OF CAMERAS PRE-POSITIONED THROUGHOUT THE 
JOINT SECURITY AREA. THESE PHOTOGRAPHS SHOW 
CLEARLY THE BRUTALITY OF THE ATTACK AND THE FACT THAT 
IT WAS IN NO SENSE AN ACT OF SELF-DEFENSE BY THE NORTH 
KOREAN PERSONNEL. THE LATTER APPEARED, MOREOVER, TO 
HAVE SINGLED OUT FOR ATTACK THE TWO UNITED STATES 
OFFICERS ON THE SCENE. 

9. IMMEDIATELY AFTER LEARNING OF THE ATTACK, 

THE UN COMMANDER REQUESTED A MEETING OF THE MILITARY 
ARMISTICE COMMISSION. AFTER SOME DELAY, OCCASIONED BY 
NORTH KOREAN EFFORTS TO DEAL WITH THE ISSUE AT LOWER 
LEVELS, THIS MEETING WAS HELD AT 1600 HOURS, 

AUGUST 19. 

10. THIS INCIDENT WAS THE CULMINATION OF A LONG SERIES 

OF HARRASSMENTS AND VIOLENCE ON THE PART OF NORTH KOREAN 
PERSONNEL IN THE JOINT SECURITY AREA. IN THE PAST YEAR, 
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UN PERSONNEL (AND VEHICLES) IN THE JSA HAVE BEEN 
OBSTRUCTED, SPAT ON, AND STRUCK WITH FISTS AND STICKS. 

IN JANUARY OF THIS YEAR, THE UN COMMAND UNILATERALLY 
REDUCED BY HALF THE NUNMBER OF ARMED PERSONNEL 
IN THE JOINT SECURITY AREA, IN AN EFFORT TO REDUCE 
TENSIONS. THE UNC HAS REPEATEDLY CALLED FOR A CONCERTED 
EFFORT TO REDUCE TENSION AND ELIMINATE POINTS OF 
DISPUTE ALONG THE MILITARY DEMARCATION LINE. 

THERE HAS BEEN NO SATISFACTORY RESPONSE TO THESE 
NUMEROUS PROPOSALS. 

STERN 
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